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ordinary merit. We have great admiration for Robert Hall, but we 
should tremble for his reputation if any volume of his were subjected to 
such an ordeal. The following precious morceau is a specimen : — 

" He was no pet of indulgent fortune, familiarized with golden spoons, and 
fondled in the lap of effeminate ease. Nor was he cautiously secluded in the 
hot-house of supercilious pedantry, to eat and sleep out a regular course of hie 
haec hoc, with" the plus excellence of sines and cosines, under the auspices of 
some erudite ignoramus, whose potency for turning the world upside down 
himself, and his aptness to teach others how such work is done, consists mainly 
in a diminutive quantity of antique roots in a perfumed head, a pair of green 
spectacles on a pimpled nose, and two lily hands buried near dyspeptic 
bowels." 

The reader who is curious to see the above extract as it stands in the 
book may find it on the eleventh page of the Introduction. There is 
one better sentence in these thirty-six pages ; but a friend of ours as- 
sures us it is not original, and therefore we will not quote it. 

This Introduction is an offence against taste, decency, reverence, and 
piety, — a travesty of sacred things such as we hope we may not again 
encounter from the pen of a professed religious teacher. 



7. — Life, Explorations, and Public Services of John Charles Fremont. 
By Chakles Wentwobth TJpham. With Illustrations. Boston : 
Ticknor and Fields. 1856. 12mo. pp. 356. 

We are happy in having as our present candidates for the chief 
magistracy men who need not a pen versed in romance to adapt their 
memoirs to the moral taste of a virtuous public. Of each of the three 
for whom our suffrages are now solicited, it might be said with equal 
truth and equal emphasis, — 

" Being not propped by ancestry, whose grace 

Chalks "successors their way ; 

neither allied 

To eminent assistants ; but, spider-like, 

Out of his self-drawing web, he gives us note, 

The force of his own merit makes his way." 

The lives of Buchanan and Fillmore have not been submitted to our 
criticism ; and this of Fremont does little more than to verify the im- 
pressions derived several years ago from the perusal of his reports. 
We traced in them other and higher qualities than those of the mere sur- 
veyor, engineer, and explorer. Their author seemed to us to possess 
extensive and varied knowledge, large fertility of resource, and no small 
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measure of administrative and executive talent. We learn through this 
memoir, that whatever genius he had was fashioned into efficient ability 
by a thorough education, classic, mathematical, and industrial, and that, 
so far as he has occupied places of civic trust, he has made good the 
prestige of his pioneer tactics. Independently of its bearing upon 
the Presidential election, the book has a permanent worth, at once as 
affording a fresh example of the success that waits on persevering en- 
deavor, and as giving wide currency to a chapter of our country's 
history, which has to-day an importance that Fremont himself can 
hardly have imagined when he accumulated the materials for it. 



8. — 1. Exercises on Words. Designed as a Course of Practice on the 
Rudiments of Grammar and Rhetoric. By "William Russell. 
Boston : Whittemore, Niles, and Hall. 1856. 12mo. pp. 225. 

2. — The Elements of Punctuation ; with Rules on the Use of Capital 
Letters. Being an Abridgment of the " Treatise on English Punc- 
tuation." Prepared for Schools. By John Wilson. Boston : 
Crosby, Nichols, & Co. 1856. 12mo. pp. 152. 

Mr. Russell has been well known for thirty years or more as an 
elocutionist of rare taste, skill, and power, and as an eminently efficient 
teacher in that almost indefinitely extended department which embraces 
the derivation and form of words, and their use, whether in conversation, 
oratory, or written composition. In smaller, yet numerous circles, he 
has been no less favorably known as with few peers and no superiors 
in those graces of social intercourse which constitute that "highest 
style of man," — the Christian gentleman. The book before us is wor- 
thy of his reputation, and we can hardly give it greater praise than this. 
It covers the entire department indicated above, and as a guide in or- 
thoepy, orthography, and the choice and arrangement of words, it is all 
that could be desired, and is a model work both' for conciseness and 
thoroughness of treatment. While it is perfectly adapted for the use 
of schools, we doubt whether there is any one, unless it be a professed 
and accomplished teacher of grammar, rhetoric, and oratory, who could 
read it without profit. 

We have already expressed our sense of the superlative merit of Mr. 
Wilson's larger work. The abridgment is carefully made, and is 
adapted to do excellent service as a school manual. One could hardly 
fill an editorial chair for the briefest period, without being impressed, 
by the diversity of systems and no-systems of punctuation submitted to 
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